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MEET Mr Jim 
Lacey, a 
respectable 
member of society 
who is a personal 
friend of Bertie 
Ahern 

Jim Lacey has 
presided over the 
robbery of ordinary 

eople at the National 
frst Bank. Working 
class customers in 
areas like Walkinstown 
in Dublin were 
deliberately over- 
charged to swell the 
profits of the bank. 

But the wealthy 
customers were 
encouraged to put 
their money into tax 
avoidance schemes. 

Jim Lacey, NIB Chief 
Executive at the time, 
is aman with 
connections. Until this 
scandal broke he was 
the chairperson of 
Forum 2,000 the fund- 
raising wing of Fianna 
Fail. 

Lacey’s method is 
simple. He gets 
businessmen to 
pledge £1,000 a year 
to Fianna Fail. In 
return they are invited 
to a seminar every 
three months where 
they can meet Fianna 

Fail ministers. | 

It all helps in | 
establishing 
connections, gaining 

influence, 

Lacey is also 
involved with Ahern’s 
own Fianna Fail 
constituency 


ENIB ex-chief executive Jim Lacey oa aeet en gh is 
atis 


supposed to have 
bought a house in 
Drumcondra for Bertie 
to live in. 

You might have 
thought that everything 
had changed since 
Charles J Haughey 
had departed the 
scene. 

You might even have 
once believed that 
Fianna Fail stood for 


the plain people of 


Ireland. 

But in this tiger 
economy, there is only 
one law—the law of | 
the jungle which looks f 
after the fat cats. 

The legal system 
and the Dáil will 
always make sure that | 
they are looked after. 

But they still tell us | 
that a revolution is too | 

j extreme. | 


Visit the Socialist Worker website at: http://www.clubi.ie/swp 
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WHEN RTE first revealed 
that National Irish Bank 
were involved in organising 
tax evasion for 400 wealthy 
customers, the FF-PD gov- 
ernment tried to play down 
the issue. 

The reason is that both parties are 
closely linked to the bank. It is just 
another case of the Golden Circle at 
work. 

The Fianna Fail TD. Beverley 
Cooper Flynn. worked as a manager 
with the NIB. She was directly in- 
volved in marketing the bond prod- 
uct that gave rise to allegations of 
tax evasion. After the story broke, 
Flynn went silent and Ahern did not 
demand she explain her role. 

Ahem is closely linked to Jim 
Lacey, the former chief executive of 
the bank. When Ahern took over the 
leadership of Fianna Fail in 1994, 
Lacey was one of a small group of 
supporters who turned up with Ahern 
to his first press conference. 


Funds 


Lacey recently attended a function 
in the Royal Hospital Kilmainham 
to raise funds for Ahern’s local con- 
stituency. 

The chairman of the NIB is Alex 
Spain. This fine upstanding mem- 
ber of society was once the chair- 
man of the shipping company B and 
L He ran down the company so much 
that it was acquired by Irish Conti- 
nental Group for a knock down 
price. : 

But Spain made sure that his own 
salary was paid to a special consul- 
tancy firm, Zeus Management. This 
allowed him to cut taxes by claim- 
ing a large expense account. 


NIB scandal... 


Why Fiann 
to cover up 


Spain’s company shares an office 
with the former EU commissioner, 
Ray McSharry. 

This is another Fianna Fail hatchet 
man who lectured Irish workers 
about the need for sacrifices in the 
late eighties whilst he built up his 
own wealth. 

Mary Harney’s PDs are up to 


their necks in debt to the NIB. They 
have a £300,000 overdraft—and 
only hope they won’t have extra in- 
terest loaded on. 

Behind the National Irish Bank 
scandal is a web of rich people who 
dominate this country and make sure 
that PAYE workers carry the tax bur- 
den. 


ACCOUNTANTS 
WHO MISS 


THE AUDITORS of the Na- 
tional Irish Bank were the 
KPMG accountancy group. 
Auditors are supposed to be 
able to detect fraud and rob- 
bery before they clear the 
accounts — but KPMG saw 
nothing. 

Which is a bit funny because the same 
group were also the auditors for the 
Goodman group. 

Then they were known as Stokes 
Kennedy and Crowley. 

The Goodman group operated two 
sets of books for tax purposes. Even the 
whitewash beef tribunal chaired by Liam 
Hamilton — who was later promoted to 
Supreme Court judge — expressed some 
unease at a major accountancy firm 
missing out on this. 

But now the accountants have done it 
again. Remember these are the same 
people who screamed blue murder when 
Ruairi Quinn even suggested a ‘whis- 
tle blowers’ charter to compel account- 


ants to reveal any tax evasion. (Quinn, 
of course, backed down from this mild 
suggestion) 

Is there any connection between 
KPMG blindness and the fact that its 
former managing partner was none other 
than Alex Spain? 


When 
caughi, 
have añ 


inquiry 


5 


——? 


Jim Lacey; Former NIB Ci 


WHEN the poor are 
caught robbing they go 
to jail. 

But the rich only ever get 
an inquiry. 

Today there are seven 
separate inquiries going 
on into National Irish Bank. 

Yet one of these inquiries is 


being undertaken by Tom 
Grace. 


Grace was previously in- 
volved in evicting a Donegal 
family from their farm at the 


hief Executive 


behest of National Irish Bank. 
_ It shows what a farce is go- 
ing on. 

_ None of the many inquiries 
into the activities of the rich 
es led to anyone going to 
jail. 

Inquiries like the new one 
at National Irish Bank are only 
a way for the governmenet to 
buy time and hope the public 
will forget. 

Instead of an inquiry, we 


need to sieze the assets of 
these criminals. 


a Fail tried 


THOUSANDS of peo- 
ple marched through 
London last month to 
demand the legalisa- 
tion of cannabis. 

It was the biggest march 
on the issue since the 1960s 
and shows the anger against 
Labour's hypocrisy on soft 
drugs. 

Labour refuses to contem- 
plate any form of fegalisa- 
tion, despite supporting the 
companies who supply 4 far 
more dangerous drug called 
nicotine. 

Funny enough the media 
here failed to pick up on the 
story's “Irish angle”. 

For the march was organ- 
ised by the Independent on 
Sunday, the London paper 
owned by our very own Tony 
O'Reilly. 

Does this mean that 
O’Reilly’s food company, 
Heinz, has its eye on the 


market for dope-flavoured 
baked beans? 


It’s tough at the top 


MICHAEL Finucane 
cannot make ends 
meet. 

“I must live with the help 
of an overdraft”, he says. 

But thankfully Michael is 
getting a pay increase, so he 
won't be out of pocket much 


longer. 

Maybe Michael works in 
a restaurant for £3.60 an 
hour? 

Or maybe he packs bags 
in a supermarket for even 
less than that amount? 

Not likely. Michael is a 


Fine Gael TD for Limerick 
West. His salary of £34,967 
has just been bumped up to 
£36,015. 

Michael claims he has 
only one job, so he feels he 
deserves the salary. But what 
about the thousands with 


A law unto themselves 


THE top politicians 
and public servanis 
will get even bigger 
increases than ordi- 
nary TDs: 

BiBertie Ahern will sce his 
Taviseach’s salary rise from 
£88,854 to £105,057; 

MiMary Harney as Tanaiste 
will go from £76,086 to 
£90,412—no doubt she will 
still try to kcep the promised 
Minimum Wage well below 
£5 an hour; 

W@The Chief Justice will 
“only” get an extra £2,730 
but will still end up with a 
salary of £104,796. 

Semi-State bosses will 


also get big increases—the 
bosses of CIE and ESB are 
set to “earn” an extra 
£10,000 each, bringing their 
totals to £116,094 and 
£115,330 respectively. 


Rules 


Bosses of commercial 
semi-states—like Alfie Kane 
in Telecom and Gary 
McGann in Aer Lingus—are 
not even bound by the gov- 
ernment's rules. 

They have private con- 
tracts which allow even big- 
ger salaries than other semi- 
states. 

It’s a slap in the face for 


workers in all of these com- 
panies, who have been 
forced to accept major at- 
tacks on their conditions in 
the name of “viability”. 


only one job who are paid 
only one third of what a TD 
gets? 

Or people who have to 
work at two jobs in order to 
make an average wage? 

Of course Michael 
Finucane is an exception. 
Many TDs are also barris- 
ters, publicans or big farm- 
ers. Several have incomes 
from a variety of business 
interests. 

Yet these chancers have 
the nerve to award them- 
selves with an extra £1,000 


a year along with new allow- 
ances. 


Buckley’s big bucks 


THE PAY increases for politicians and top public 
servants are based on the Buckley Report 

The report was published by a review bod chain’ 
by Michael Buckley of AIB Capital Saria ate 


committee members included Vivi 
bers enne Ju of 
Anderson Consulting and Peter Malone, boss of fiya 
Hotels. iy 
The captains of industry know the value of award- 


ing big bucks to politi 
judges who 


ns who do their bidding a 
! 0 do and 
ep the rest of us in line, Except the rich 


will not be paying the big salaries—we will 


Judges back bishops 


TH 

Haaay Educ Court has ruled that the Depart- 

tinue plying velo should be allowed to con- 

schools. igious chaplains in community 
Th i 

Ege dene to Separate Church and State has been 

of the four erat ten years. They have taken on the might 

co-defendants, c archbishops, who were represented as 
Th A 

hold i o claimed their judgement would up- 

gious education, Paems to decide on their children’s reli- 
But religi . 

funded oud rae a prite matter and should not be 
The j oney. 

Steve dement shows that the “liberal agenda” is far from 

at we still have to fight the power of the bishops. 


Careful crossing the road 


JOH p , 

irat (0, Donoghue S streets? Or ensure that 

Anca” h zero toler- pedestrian crossings 

ord las led him to are more widely pro- 

H er fines of up to vided? 

` 50 for the horren- For example, East 
ous crime of “jay- Wall in Dublin is sur- 


walking”. rounded by busy streets 
O'Donoghue clai but the lack of crossings 
the crackdown s% ®S Means pedestrians have 
pedestrian’ nisforthe to run the gauntlet 0 
good”! F. own mush hour traffic. i 
ut wh 3 nstead of rationa 
government funn dine measures, John O'Dono- 
cent public tans des ghue offers more repres- 
system to re EEA sion and a handy excuse 


number of c for gardai to harass 


ars on city working class youth. 


banks 


THE National Irish 
Bank was just un- 


lucky. It was caught 
robbing its custom- 
ers. 


Yet the rest of Ireland’s 
bloated banking sector is 
involved in the same 
practices. 


One of the bizarre effects 
of the social partnership 
agreements between the 
unions and the employers 
was to pressurise workers 
onto schemes like Paypath, 
where their wages were 
paid in automatically to the 
Danks. 

This leaves workers prey 
to the type of practices that 
went on at National Irish 
Bank. According to one ex- 
pert “the scale of question- 
able practices at National 
Irish Bank pales in signifi- 
cance in comparison with 
other bigger banks”. 


Interest 


All of them “make com- 
puting mistakes” to run up 
interest charges. Alf of them 
love to see overdrafts 
where they can pile on the 
interest. 

One banking expert, 
Michae! Sands of Cost Re- 
duction Analysts, told the 


Help Socia 
raise £10,0 


Socialist Worker is 
launching-3r appeal 
r £10,000. 
eis? are real signs that 
a fighting spirit is returning 
to the Irish working class. 
The stoppage at Ryans 
showed how powerful soli- 


dai ni victorious un- 


ial building workers 
pi ve de- 


in 
Crampton 
The open bert 


iat ha turned its 
back on this militancy- 


Sunday Business Post, “| 
tell people they must as- 
sume the bank has its 
hands in their pockets — 
and will take their money if 
they aren't vigilant” 

It is pretty good advice. 
Banks engage in legalised 
robbery to boost the profits 
of the few. 


Normal bank robbers 
appear with guns and 
masks and risk imprison- 
ment if caught. 


But the bank owners rely 
on computers and compli- 
cated organisation. They 
know there is only an in- 
quiry if “excessive” charges 
are discovered. 

Yet none of the main par- 
ties in Dail Eireann want to 
take the banks on. 

They all say that nation- 
alising the banks or increas- 
ing tax on their profits is “un- 
realistic”. 

No wonder the main 
banks give donations to 
every party from Fianna Fail 
to Democratic Left for this 
appalling cowardice. 

Ever since the socialist 
movement was first formed 
it has fought for the nation- 
alisation of banks. 

No group of individuals 
should be allowed to make 
a million pounds a day and 


Whether it is producing 
osters, organising 
undraising events or 

spreading the message, the 

SWP is pears up to sup- 

port workers in struggle. 

By contrast the Labour 
Party and Democratic Left 
were opposed to the shut- 
down of the airport during 
the Ryanair dispute and 
helped call off the picketing 
before a decisive victory 

was won. f 

Socialist Warker itself 
carries news of disputes 
and much more. It keeps 
alive the lessons from past 
struggles and makes the 
arguments Socialists need 
to challenge right wing and 


_ Now those dreams 
don’t have to be just 
pie in the sky. 


@Dreams came true for the tax evaders and Fianna Fail 


do with the money what 
they wish. Bank profits, like 
all other profits in society, 
are produced from the ex- 
ploitation of labour. 


At the very least, nation- 
alisation could lift the veil of 
“commercial secrecy” that 
the banks invoke to cover 
their robbery. 


divisive ideas. The paper 
connects the immediate is- 
sues of injustice and exploi- 
tation to the possibility of 
winning a socialist society. 
We want to raise £10,000 
in order to put the paper and 
the organisation on a 
stronger footing. 
Producing the paper re- 
quires a professional office 
with up-to date equipment. 
All the posters, leaflets and 
campaigning activities of 
the Party costs money. 
Fundraising is easy for 
the right-wing parties. After 
all, Fianna Fail can appoint 
men like Jim Lacey, whose 
expertise includes the run- 
ning of N.1.B. bank while it 


More importantly, public 
ownership of the banks 
would ensure that the wider 
financia! resources of soci- 
ety are used for the many 
and not the few. 


After the organised rob- 
bery at NIB, this is about the 
most moderate proposal 
that could be made. 


00 


was Stealing from its cus- 
tomers. Bertie Ahern’s lat- 
est appeal is for a million 
pounds a year from big 
business. 

And if the need arises, 
generous loans are avail- 
able to these parties, such 
as the PD’s reported 
oe overdratt - with the 


Since we are out to smash 
this network of corrupt poli- 
ticians and big business we 
have no friends in high 
places. 

Instead we are appealing 
to our readers and support- 
ers. 

Please give as much as 
you can to help us grow. 


the 
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Stop the robbery: 
Nationalise 


New Labour, 
New sell-out 


WITHIN weeks of win- 
ning two bye-elec- 
tions, the Labour 
Party has ditched its 
policy of opposing 
privatisation. 

The former left winger 
Emmet Stagg, who 
once claimed that Rus- 
sia was a “socialist 
country”, argued that 
the state should sell its 
shares in companies 
like Aer Lingus and the 
ESB. 

One delegate how- 
ever noted that the 
party “did not fly these 
kites before the elec- 
tion” in Dublin North 
where many Aer Lingus 
workers live. 


Disaster 


Privatisation has 
been a disaster in Brit- 
ain where it was first 
pioneered. 

Britain’s rail track, for 
example, has been run 
down so badly by its 
new owners, that even 
Blair’s government is 
contemplating taking 
companies back into 
public ownership. 

Privatisation has little 
to do with raising effi- 
ciency. 


The competing bus 
companies in Britain 
only add to inefficiency 
because they only take 
on the most profitable 
routes. and leave other 
areas without a proper 
bus service. 

Privatisation comes 
from a Thatcherite phi- 
losophy which gives 
right wing politicians a 
big stick to wield over 
public sector workers. 

They use it to threaten 
job losses if workers do 
not accept worse condi- 
tions. 

Ruairi Quinn claims 
that he is trying to give 
the Labour Party a more 
modern image. 

In reality, Quinn be- 
lieves that Labour must 
appeal to a “floating 
middle class vote” in or- 
der to return to a Coali- 
tion government. 

By following policies 
that were first pioneered 
by the Progressive 
Democrats he hopes 
that Yuppies who have 
increased with the 
Celtic Tiger will back La- 
bour. 


This shows that if La- 
bour returns to office, it 


will surpass its last set 
of betrayals. 


To lodge direcily: 


93-11-36 


L, 93-80-92. 


ist Worker 


“The contribution made by Socialist Worker q 
to the rank and file—in particular 

producing posters and leaflets at a moments 
notice—was invaluable. Especially for the 
disputes at Crampton’s and Zoe’s. 

“The articles in Socialist Worker generated 
interest in our struggle and our case was 
carried into the national press.” —Dublin 
Regional Council member, BATU 
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INDONESIA, the 
world’s fourth most 
populous country, 
faces deepening 
economic and so- 
cial crisis. 

The US dominated In- 
ternational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has decided to 
delay the promised eco- 
nomic aid because of a 
deep rift between it and 
Indonesia’s President 
Suharto. 

He was “re-elected” last 
week by the country’s Peo- 
ple’s Consultative Assem- 
bly-which he appoints most 
of the delegates to. Suharto 
has ruled Indonesia as a dic- 
tator since he seized power 
in a coup in 1966 which saw 
500,000 communists and 
Oppositionists murdered. 

The US and other west- 
em powers backed him as a 
bastion against Russian in- 
fluence in South East Asia. 
They ignored his troops’ in- 
vasion of former Portuguese 
colony East Timor in 1975. 
About 200,000 East 
Timorese have been killed 
under the continued occu- 
pation. 

But the West is not fall- 
ing out with Suharto be- 
cause of his appalling hu- 
man rights record—it has 
been happy to arm him for 
three decades. 

The row'is over whether 
Suharto and the local capi- 
talist interests he represents 
will bow before the even 
bigger interests represented 
by the IMF. 


Denmark 


CHILDREN QUEUE for foo 


The IMF agreed to bail 
Indonesia out to the tune of 
£27 billion in January. 

In return it wanted 
Suharto to let companies 
and banks go to the wall and 
break up large monopolies 
with which Suharto’s fam- 
ily and allies are associated. 

Suharto signed the deal, 
and allowed 16 banks to 
shut, but has recoiled from 
the austerity measures the 
IMF is demanding. Instead 
of clearing out monopoly 
businessmen he has ap- 


pointed them to his cabinet. 
Last week he brought his 
golfing partner, millionaire 
timber tycoon Bob Hasan, 
into the government. The 
new social affairs minister 
is his eldest daughter. 
Suharto is hinting that In- 
donesia may default on its 
£88 billion foreign debt. 
That would bring banks 
down in South Korea and 
Japan and could precipitate 
an international financial 
crisis. Suharto wants to use 
the threat of total collapse 


to force the IMF to negoti- 
ate less harsh conditions for 
the bailout. 

But Suharto is also under 
increasing pressure from the 
many riots in cities last 
month against huge price 
increases. Students at 30 
campuses have demon- 
strated for greater democ- 
racy. 

The crisis has robbed 
Suharto of his support 
among the middle classes 
who have prospered under 
two decades of economic 


Workers threaten all out action 


DENMARK COULD 
face its biggest 
strike since the 1985 
general strike which 
paralysed the coun- 
try. 

Negotiations between em- 
ployers in private industry 
and union leaders have bro- 
ken down. 


Did the 
police 
cover up 


bomb 
threat? 


Unions have moved to call 
500,000 workers out on in- 
definite strike which would 
be a tenth of the country’s 
entire population. 

Workers are angry at 
bosses’ refusal to give any 
real wage rises or better holi- 
days and pensions. 

But the action could be 
delayed as the government 
appointed arbitrator can order 


DID THE Danish po- 
lice allow Nazis to 
murder a young so- 
cialist in 1992? 

A police informer revealed 
shocking new evidence re- 
cently. 

In March 1992 a parcel 
bomb exploded killing 29 year 
old Henrik Christensen. It de- 
stroyed the International So- 
cialists’ office in Copenhagen. 
Henrik was the full time IS or- 


a cooling off period. 

An upsurge of militant stu- 
dent protests has hit the coun- 
try, affecting over half the 
high schools—equivalent to 
Britain’s sixth form and fur- 
ther education (FE) colleges. 

At least 87 colleges have 
seen occupations of one day 
or more and students also 
Staged demonstrations and 
roadblocks in some areas. 


ganiser in Copenhagen and an 
active anti-Nazi campaigner. 

The finger of suspicion for 
the bombing pointed towards 
Denmark’s Nazis. Now a 
lice informer has said he told 
the police intelligence service 
that one of Denmark's Nazi 
groups was threatening to 
Jaunch an attack. 

The informer claims he sent 
police a tape recording of Nazi 
leader Albert Larsen saying his 
group was ready to tum to ter- 


The Social Democrat (La- 
bour) government is pushing 
through measures that make 
it easier to throw students out 
of college. 

The recent election saw the 
government narrowly retain 
power. 

Although the student pro- 
tests died down during the 
general election, they could 
flare up again. 


ror tactics and could attack 
the IS office. 

Yet the police did not 
wam the IS, or take any 
measures against Larsen 
and his group. 

The IS and other groups 
are demanding a full inves- 
tigation. A demonstration is 
planned on the release of the 
Social Democrat (Labour) 
government's report into the 
police intelligence service, 
due to be delivered in April. 


growth. One bank boss 
says, “It won't take long for 
my staff to join in. 

The middle class is angry 
enough at Suharto to put a 
hatchet through his head.” 
The regime has previously 
dealt with opposition by re- 
pression and scapegoating 
the Chinese minority in In- 
donesia. No one knows if it 
will be able to do that again. 

What is certain is that last 
year’s collapse of the Asian 
Tiger economies is continu- 
ing to wreak havoc and cast 
its effects around the world. 


United States 


Crisis looms as IMF 
delays economic ald 


Somalia 


AS BILL Clinton 
toured Africa last 
month, new revela- 
tions emerged of a 
brutal massacre by 
US troops in Soma- 


lia in 1993. 

The US-led peacekeeping 
force butchered over 1,000 
Somalis—five times the pre- 
vious “official” estimate. 

At the time the media pre- 
sented the UN intervention as 
a humanitarian mission to 
bring food and medical sup- 
plies to the starving Somalis. 

Insh aid organisations like 
GOAL supported the US in- 
tervention and the SWP was 
the only party to publicly 
oppose it. 


Emerged 


Ithas now emerged that US 
troops abandoned their own 
tules of engagement—to fire 
only when fired upon—and 
shot Somali men, women and 
children at random, 

_At the time the world’s me- 
dia carried dramatic pictures 
of naked bodies of US soldiers 
being dragged through the 
Streets of Mogadishu and fol- 


Clinton’s Africa h 


US PRESIDENT Bill 
PELEAR has posed as the 
end of the people on his tri 
to amea. rentis vip 

t was the purest hypocris 
from a man who aO 
pres ee have led to the 

eaths of milli i 

death lons of Afri- 
The US governm thi 

ported the most vile diane 


and the cruellest tyr: 
l an 
continent. via onthe 


dent of Zaire in 

installed the brutal i 

Mobutu instead, pete 
The US gave funds and 

BERTIEN arm: 
and training to terror groups ks 
UNITA in Angola and Renamo 
in Mozambique: 

4 inton embraced § 
Africa’s Nelson Mandela lan 
week he should have remem- 
bered that it was the US and Brit- 
ish Tory Margaret Thatcher who 
eee strongest opponents of 

ns against i 
pie gainst the apartheid 
Clinton has continued with 
the tradition of backing Gne 
and ignoring democracy and 


Samat rights in Africa. 
, ue attempted to invade So 
. . mar 
lia in a reversion to classic 19th 
century imperialism. 
In the Demo 
of Congo, whi 


On his trip last week Clinton 
D w moved he was by 
ny of a survivor of the 
Rwanda in 1994, 
e midst of that 
000 


5 € American į 
tion worth the cost.” 11§ save 


sea nag a 


aSSAcie 


lowed the drama of a captured 
helicopter pilot. 

The Somali dead were a 
sideshow and it was estimated 
that about 200 had lost their 
lives. 

On the 3 October 1993, 
forty of the elite US Delta 
Force went off to try and cap- 
ture Somali leaders support- 
ing General Mohammed 
Farah Aidced who were meet- 
ing in a house near the centre 
of Mogadishu. 

It has now been revealed 
that US troops took hostages, 
murdered wounded Somalis 
and their Somali prisoners and 
used the bodies as barricades. 

The commander of the mis- 
sion, Major-General William 
F Garrison described what 
happened as “a success”. 

Soldiers who were involved 
in the massacre were given 
medals and many of the key 
players were promoted. 

Canadian, Belgian and Ital- 
ian troops were also involved 
in atrocities, but even their 
actions did not match the bru- 
tality of the US troops. 

Unlike other countries in- 
volved, the US has never held 
a public inquiry or brought 
any criminal prosecution 
against those involved. 


ypocrisy 


Ness partners of the dictatorial 
Nigerian regime. 

US banks are at the head of 
the queue of financiers wha 
drain £22 million every day 1" 
debt repayments from the poor 
est countries in Africa. 

Clinton said he would support 
writing off some debts—but 
only if the governments involved 
followed the economic policies 
laid down by the US. — 

The US plays a crucial role 
in the World Bank and the Inter 
national Monetary Fund which 
have imposed harsh economic 
Programmes on dozens of Ai- 
can countnes. 

Clinton was expected to offet 
some sort of apology for US in- 
volvement in the slave trade 
which, he admitted, had “a dë- 
structive impact on those ên 
slaved", 

But such words mean nothing 
when the US government an 
companies continue to bleed 
nca dry. y 

Clinton, who attacks worst 


peace and real democrat, 
nca. P 
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What's 


going on in 
unionism? 


annual conferenc 
deep divisions 

That there now exists at 
least five different parties 

claiming to represent the 
unionist cause, testifies to 
its Increasing fragmenta- 
tion. 

These differences re- 
flect the changing nature 
of Northern Ireland soci- 
ety, and the class differ- 
ences within the Protes- 
tant population. 

_Although class divi- 
sions within Unionism 
have always existed, they 
have been exacerbated by 
the current peace process. 

The Protestant business 
class want a settlement, to 
create a stable environ- 
ment in which they can 
advance their economic 
interests. 

They share these 
class interests with the 
Catholic middle class in 
the north, and the south- 
ern bourgeoisie. 

This has been encour- 
aged by the development 
of the European market, 
which views Ireland as a 
single economic entity. 

It is reflected in con- 
cepts such as the “Island 
Economy”, and the pro- 
posal for an “economic 
corridor” between Belfast 
and Dublin, which would 
attract foreign invest- 
ment. However, for this 
to take place, there needs 
to be political stability. 


Pressure 


This is why the Protes- 
tant business class has 
been putting pressure on 
Trimble and the Ulster 
Unionists, to stay within 
the talks process 

The Unionist oppo- 
nents of the peace proc- 
ess are mostly Enis 

etty bourgeois elements, 
earetented by the DUP 
and Robert McCartney. 

They have a material 
interest in maintaining 
the status-quo, and are 
not prepared to concede 
even the most minimal 
reforms required to ac- 
commodate National- 
ists. ; 

This faction draws its 
support from those kno 
are dependent on the “war 
economy”, which has 
been built up Over the last 
twenty five years, to SUP- 
press the threat to the 
state. 

They include members 
of the security forces, 
civil servants, private se- 
curity firms, and lawyers 
(McCartney himself was 
one of Northern jee lans s 
leading QC's. es e- 

ing an : 
Co igy refor of the su 
institutions nae 
threaten their position. 

AS a settlement gets 


by JONATHAN” 


__ MORRISON _ 


closer, this faction has 
moved even further to the 
night. The DUP is openly 
associating itself with the 
LVF, which has engaged 
in the crudest forms of 
sectarian violence. In a 
recent statement, the LVF 
endorsed Ian Paisley’s 
analysis of the situation. 


The sole aim of this 
group is to destroy any re- 
lations between Catholics 
and Protestants, and 
maintain a state of sectar- 
ian conflict on which it 
can thrive. 

However, the amount 
of public support they 
have been able to muster 
has been limited. The 
DUP had to call off a se- 
ries of rallies last year be- 
cause of low attendences. 

Division 

Also, there are signs of di- 
vision within this camp, as 
the more “respectable ele- 
ments” around McCartney 
draw back from the DUP’s 
overt sectarianism and the 
violence of the LVF. 

The other elements of un- 
ionism supporting the peace 
process have been the Loy- 
alist parties, the PUP and 
UDP. 


These parties portray 
themselves as the voice of 
working class Protestants. 

Their emergence in re- 
cent years, does reflect a 
desire amongst Protestant 
workers for secular poli- 
tics which address eco- 
nomic and social issues as 
well as the constitutional 
question. 

However, the “progres- 
sive” veneer of these parties 
is a thin one. 

They still remain linked 
with loyalist paramilitaries, 
and because they are based 
solely on the Protestant 
community, their politics are 
inevitably sectarian. 

Despite their radical 
rhetoric, these parties know 
their place. It was they who 
trooped into the Stormont 
talks on the coat-tails of 
Trimble. > 

Also, it was these parties 
which made dire wamings at 
the turn of the year, over 
“concessions to republi- 
cans”. 

Yet when asked to name 

one concession, all they 
could come up with was the 
closure of a Protestant pri- 
mary school in the Shankill 
area! 
Socialists do not favour 
one form of unionism over 
another. The basic objective 
of all these groups is to 
maintain the sectarian state, 
and to bind Protestant work- 
ers to their bosses. 

Only socialist politics, 
which expose the links be- 
tween exploitation and pov- 
erty and the oppressive na- 
ture of the Northern state, 
can break Protestant work- 
ers from unionism. 


How British intelligence 
organised the loyalist 


death squads; 


THE BRITISH Army’s intelligence unit was in- 
volved in 92 assassination attempts in Northern 
Ireland between 1988 and 1990. At least 15 of 
these ended in murder. These shocking revela- 
tion have been made by a bastion of the British 
establishment, the Daily Telegraph. 


The paper has seen the “contact 
forms” between the British military 
intelligence group, Force Research 
Unit, and its agent Brian Nelson. 

Nelson was paid £28,000 a year 
to join the UDA in 1988. His army 
handler claimed his appointment 
meant that “proper targeting of Pro- 
visional IRA members takes place 
prior to any shooting”. 

Nelson was given detailed files 
known as Personality cards on 
republicans and told to organise 
their killing. 

On May 3rd 1988, the contact 
form noted that since Nelson joined 
the UDA’s death squads “targeting 
has developed and is now more pro- 
fessional”. 

After Gerard Slane was gunned 
down in September 1988, Nelson’s 
army handler noted that “the level 
of Nelson's targeting information is 
already of a high quality and recent 
attacks have proved this accurate”. 
Nelson had given a photo of Gerard 
Slane to the UDA. 

Sometimes however Nelson set 
up the “wrong” people. In May 
1988, a UDA killer, Winke Dodds, 
nicknamed “the Big Evil”, went to 
Nelson for some targets in West 
Belfast. 


Consequence 


He was given the name of Declan 
McDaid of 4 Newington St, Belfast. 

As a direct consequence two men 
burst into this address on May 10th 
and fired seven bullets at a man they 
believed to be Declan McDaid. 

It turned out to be his brother, 
Terence, and his young daughter 


The revelations dwarf 
even Bloody 
Sunday...the British 
state has acted no 
different to a Latin 
American 

dictatorship 


SS A 
had to watch her father dying in 
their living room. 

The contact forms also show that 
the British army had prior knowl- 
edge of assassination attempts on 
Alex Maskey, presently a Sinn Fein 
councillor. 

In all, Nelson helped to organise 
15 murders, 15 attempted murders 
and was directly involved in a fur- 
ther 62 conspiracies to murder. 


The L 


THE Daily Telegraph has 
published the material on 
army collusion but has 
implied that it belongs to 
the past. 

Nothing could be further from the 
truth. One of Nelson’s main handlers 


Bins TS. 


British agent and UDA killer Brian Nelson 


On each occasion he reported to 
his handler in British intelligence. 

The revelations dwarf even the 
scandal of Bloody Sunday. 

They show that the British state 
has acted in a way that is no differ- 


ent to a Latin American dictator- 
ship. 

Behind the hypocrisy about 
peace, the bloody apparatus that 
started the loyalist assination cam- 
paign has been exposed. 


F link to 
wreck the peace 


has been awarded an OBE by the 
British state and others have been 
promoted and given medals. One 
has even gone on to give lectures on 
“agent handling” to new recruits in 
Military Intelligence. 

Nelson himself distributed his 
Personality Cards to several loyalist 


The inquiries that 
end up in cover up 


EVER SINCE Bloody Sunday, the 
British government has been setting 
up “inquiries” that invariably end in 
a cover up. One was the Stevens in- 
quiry into the links between UDA kill- 
ers and the British Army. 

The inquiry was established in Sep- 
tember 1989 after the UDA put on dis- 
play some of the tiles they had been 
given by the army in an attempt to jus- 
tify their murder campaign against 


“known republicans”, 


When the Stevens inquiry published 
its preliminary report in May 1990, it re- 
vealed nothing about Brian Nelson and 
the British Army’s Force Research Unit. 
It concluded that collusion between 
loyalist killers and the army was “nei- 
ther widespread nor institutionalised”. 

The Daily Telegraph has now re- 
vealed that a week after the Stevens 
inguiry was set up Nelson was con- 

by his handler and “was in- 
structed never to mention his work for 


tacte 


this office”. 


set alight. 


Officers from the Force Research Unit 
also took back the suitcase where Nel- 
son stored his collection of “Personal- 
ity cards”. Nelson was assured that the 
cards would be returned to him but that 
“the time was not yet right”. 

Despite this, Nelson’s fingerprints 
were found on documents that were 
foundin a police raid. Plans were drawn 
up for his arrest by RUC officers who 
did not know of his involvement with 
British intelligence. 

But on the night before the scheduled 
arrest, Nelson fled to England and the 
office of the Stevens inquiry team was 


The RUC later said there was “no ob- 
jective evidence” that arson was in- 
volved. But they failed to mention that 
two fire alarms that were linked to an 
RUC station failed to work and that tel- 
ephones to the office were down at the 
time of the fire. 

British intelligence had organised an- 
other successful cover-up. 


paramilitary groups and is now liv- 
ing on financial assistance from the 
British army. 

The Telegraph claims that the 
Force Research Unit was disbanded 
in 1990 but it in fact it has been re- 
constituted and is still active in 
Northern Ireland. On January 15th 
of this year for example, the RUC 
encountered two unmarked cars in 
Ardoyne. 

Not knowing that they were a 
clandestine British army operation 
they chased the cars until an RUC 
officer was shot and seriously 
wounded by an undercover woman 
soldier. 


Campaign 

The clandestine operation was go- 
ing on at precisely the time that the 
UDA had launched a major assassi- 
nation campaign in the wake of the 
killing of Billy Wright. 

Senior loyalists have also told the 
Irish Times that British army intelli- 
gence is again involved in assassina- 
tion attempts organised by the Loyal- 
ist Volunteer Force. The aim of the 
LVF is to disrupt the peace process. 

The Bristish state has always oper- 
ated two strategies to defeat the repub- 
licans—and both of them are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive. 

One has been to encourage the re- 
publicans to “enter the political proc- 
ess” by going along with a deal that 
involves power sharing in Northem 
Ireland and joint North-South bodies. 

The other has been to foment splits 
in the IRA and then to destroy the or- 
ganisation militarily. 

The “securicrats” in the British 
army are more enthusiastic about this 
second strategy and believe it is nec- 
essary to force the republicans into a 
poor compromise. 

This is why they are prepared to use 
the LVF today just as they helped to 
establish the UDA’s assassination 
campaign in the eighties. 
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itself. 

The head of the Catholic 
Church at the time of the Nazi 
rise to power was Pope Pius 
XI. Although he stated that the 
myths of “race” and “blood” 
were contrary to Christian 
teaching—in a papal encycli- 
cal in March 1937—he nei- 
ther mentioned nor criticized 
anti-Semitism. Instead he 
signed the Concordat with the 
Mussolini regime to keep the 
church’s influence and power 
in Italy. 

His successor, Pius XII 
maintained his “neutrality” 
throughout the course of 
World War II in order to pre- 
vent a “schism” in the church 
between those who supported 
and those who opposed the 
Nazis. 

As early as 1942 the Vati- 
can received detailed infor- 
mation on the murder of 
Jews in concentration camps 
but the Pope confined his 
public statements to calling 
for a more humane conduct 
of the war. 

The Pope also knew before- 
hand about the impending de- 
portation of the Italian Jews. 

There is evidence that the 
German Ambassador to 
Rome, Mollhausen, alerted 
the Vatican in the belief that a 
strong stand by the Vatican, 
could forestall the 
deportations. 

But the Pope did not act. In 
Germany, the Catholic 
Church did not oppose the Na- 
zis’ anti-Semitic campaign. 
Instead church records were 
supplied to the Nazis which 
assisted in the detection of 
people of Jewish origin. 


Puppet 


Dr Jozef Tiso, head of the 
Nazi puppet state in Slovakia, 
was a Catholic priest. He sent 
many Jewish people to the 
concentration camps and re- 
ceived no reprimand from the 
church. 

Pope Pius XII never showed 
the slightest embarrassment in 
receiving Ante Pavelitch, the 
Croatian pro-Nazi dictator 
who murdered 700,000 Serbs. 

It is improbable that a 
strong condemnation or pro- 
test by the Vatican and the 
Church would have changed 
the course of the Holocaust or 
Stopped the atrocities. 

However, it is certain that 
even a simple pastoral letter, 
re-stating the belief that kill- 
ing Jews was a mortal sin 
would have had some effect. 

It was left to individual 
priests to help expose the Na- 
zis. Some showed great cour- 
age in speaking out. 

Thousands of Jews were 


As millions 
perished... 


The Vatican 
chose silence 


THE VATICAN’S long awaited Holocaust docu- 
ment, dealing with the behaviour of both indi- 
vidual Catholics and the church itself during the 
Nazi persecution of Jews, is a whitewash. 
Entitled We Remember, A Reflection on the Shoah, the 14- 
page document apologises for ordinary Catholics who collabo- 
tated with the Holocaust but it defends the role of the Vatican 


by SIMON BASKETTER 


The Bishop of Paris leaves 
Vichy headquarters 


sheltered in convents and 
churches and many priests 
actively risked their lives. 

Not only did the Pope not 
speak out—he did not even 
make an effort to warn the 
Jews of the deportations. 

Part of the explanation lies 
in the Catholic Church's long 
history of anti semitism. In 
France, the Church aligned 
itself to a right wing cam- 
paign against Jews ever since 
the Dreyfus affair where a 
Jewish officer was sacked as 
a traitor. 

The daily paper of French 
Catholics, La Croix, was de- 
scribed as “the most anti- 
semitic paper in France”. 

The Catholic church only 
rejected the notion of collec- 
tive Jewish guilt for Christ’s 
death in its Vatican II Coun- 
cil document, Nostra Aetate. 

This document, which was 
published in 1965, also 
dropped the phrase “per- 
fidious Jews” from Holy 
Week prayers. 

To some extent the Vati- 
can’s complicity with the Fas- 
cists was based on a fear of 
communism. 

Pope Pius XII loudly con- 
demned Russian aggression 
against Finland, while ignor- 
ing German aggression in 
Catholic Poland. 

He so feared a Communist 
takeover of Rome on 19 Oc- 
tober 1943 that he actually 
requested the Germans to put 
more police on the streets. 
The same police had staged a 
round up of Jews just three 
days before. 

But the main reason for the 
silence was that the church 
wanted to defend its power. 

It was a simple choice: 
whether to be critical and risk 
the Nazis moving against the 
Church’s wealth and influ- 
ence, or staying silent while 
millions were murdered. They 
chose silence. 

The half hearted apology 
the Vatican has now made 
does not face up to this fact. 


ON 15 MARCH there was jubila- 
tion when the results of France’s 
regional elections first came in. 
The poll gave 37 percent to the 
Left alliance and only 30 percent 
to the conservative parties, who 
include Fianna Fail’s allies in the 
Gaullist party. The fascist National 
Front also scored 15 percent. 

But the leaders of the right soon 
began a mad scramble to hang 
onto power. 

The celebrations at the Left vic- 
tory quickly gave way to anger and 
dismay as the defeated right wing 
candidates struck deals with the 
fascists. 

Before the elections, the lead- 
ers of the neo-liberal UDF and the 
Gaullist RPR had publicly pledged 
that there would be no electoral 
alliances with the National Front. 


Regional 


But afterwards five right wing 
candidates for the presidency of 
France’s powerful regional coun- 
cils were elected with the support 
of the FN 

The response of the national 
leaders of these parties was am- 


hy the 
musthe 
stopped 


bivalent. 

The tive UDF members who did 
deals with the FN were merely 
suspended, not expelled. Former 
finance minister Alain Madelin 
telephoned the suspended mem- 
bers to give them his support 
Former prime minister Alain Juppe 
also declared his support for them. 

Once third of the membership of 
the RPR had declared in opinion 
polls that they supported deals 
with the fascists. 

In fact what stopped the rush of 
the conservatives into the arms of 
the Nazis was the sheer level of 
popular protest. 

Hundreds of people spontane- 
ously demonstrated in Lyon as the 
first deals were announced and 
several thousand school students 
abandoned their classes to demon- 
Strate in the centre of Paris. 

In the cantonal elections which 
were decided the week after the 
regionals, there was a large and 
unexpected swing to the left. The 
right got its worst vote since the 
war. 

The Committee fo 
against the National 
for a mass mobilis 


r Vigilance 
Front called 
ation across 


tracks, 


media claim that 
p cists must have 
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Nazi party, condemning those who 
dea with it. Even Presi- 
os me appeared on the front 
page of the national newspapers 
with the anti-fascist slogan “Le FN 
ne passera pas” (the FN shall not 
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“F for Fascist, N for Nazi”. 

Faced with this level of popu- 
lar opposition, the conservatives 
drew back from any further alli- 
ances. But there is now an intense 
radicalisation in France and as the 
anniversary of May ‘68 ap- 
proaches, many are looking for a 
repeat of the revolt that shook the 
rulers of Europe . 


my The nation must unite against the com- 
0 mon enemy, the FN, they say. ` 

When teachers and school students 
demonstrated in the impoverished suburb 
of Seine St Denis, Claude Allegre, the So- 
cialist Party Education Minister, told them 
they were playing the game of the National 
Front. 

But if the FN is making gains today it is 
hecause the left has failed B offer a, real 
alternative to the insecurity, unemploy- 
ment and misery served up by the last 
right-wing government. 

When the unemployed demonstrated 
last Christmas, the Socialist Party leader 
Jospin bowed to the pressure of the bosses 
and sent them away empty handed he- 
cause there was supposed to be no extra 
spending on the poor. 

The only way to destroy the Nazis in 
France is mass struggle. Everytime the 
workers move in major strikes and dem- 
onstrations, the Nazis are pushed back. 
This offers far more hope than any alli- 

ance with the Gaullist allies of Fianna Fail. 


` 


mhe mood on the marches 


was adamant: The FNiwas/a 
fascist party and people had 
decided; they mustibe'stopped. 


past mistakes 


THE revolutionary left is 
gaining serious support in 
France. The organisation 
Lutte Ouvriere got 4.5 per- 
cent of the vote in the re- 
gional elections and re- 
turned 20 councillors. 


The Ligue Communist Revol- 
utionaire received 13.5 percent of 
the vote in Toulouse. 


Demonstrated 


Fifteen thousand people demon- 
strated against the National Front a 
month before the vote. 

However Lutte Ouvriere, the big- 
ger party, refuses to give a lead in the 
fight against fascism, arguing that 
there is basically no difference be- 
tween the reformist socialists in power 
and the parties of the right. 

They refused to call on their sup- 
porters to vote for the socialist candi- 
dates for the presidencies of the re- 


gional councils, thus risking the vic- 
tory of the right or the FN. 

Lutte Ouvriere are repeating the 
fatal mistake of the German Commu- 
nist Party in the early 1930s, who re- 
fused to unite with the more moder- 
ate Social Democrats calling them 
“social fascists”. 

The result was that Hitler came to 
power. 

Lutte Ouvriere argues that if the FN 
comes to power there will be a spon- 
taneous and immediate rising of the 
workers, which will overthrow the 
fascist government. 

This is to underestimate the threat. 
Just like the 1930s, the French Nazis 
will try to break up working class or- 
ganisations and open concentration 
camps for socialists and immigrants. 

A mass movement is needed now 
to smash the fascists before they make 
any more gains. 

This has to involve a united front 
with millions of workers who now 
support the Socialist Party but who 
can be won to revolutionary politics. 
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What do 
socialists say? 


Trotsky in 1930s 


THE MASS unem- 
ployment of the Great 
Depression, the tri- 
umph of fascism in Ger- 
many, Austria and 
Spain, and the unre- 
strained dictatorship of 
Stalin in Russia made 
the 1930s a nightmare 
for working people East 
and West. 

These were also dark years 
for the Marxist movement. 

That the continuity of the 
Marxist tradition was not bro- 
ken entirely was thanks to a tiny 
handful of revolutionary mili- 
tants. . 

And by far the most im- 
portant of these was Leon 
Trotsky. 

Throughout the decade he 
fought unceasingly for the 
reconstruction of the interna- 
tional Marxist movement. 

One key element in this 
struggle was Trotsky's devas- 
tating critique of the Stalinist 
state. In The Revolution Be- 
trayed, he demonstrated that 
the Soviet bureaucracy had 
become a counter-revolution- 
ary force completely alien to 
socialism. 

It was a critique which laid 
the foundation for his painstak- 
ing exposure of the Moscow 
trials. 


Opposition 


Equally important was 
Trotsky’s uncompromising op- 
position to Popular Frontism. 

After the disastrous ultra-left- 
ism that opened the door to Hit- 
ler in Germany, Stalin—per- 
ceiving the threat Nazi Ger- 
many posed to the Soviet Un- 
ion—swung the line of the 
Comintern through a 180 de- 
gree turn. 

From the rejected United 
Front with the social demo- 
crats, the policy became one 
of forming the broadest possi- 
ble alliance against fascism. 

Trotsky argued that such 
class collaboration Inevitably 
meant a betrayal of the work- 
ing class. 

First, because any alliance 
with the bourgeoisie would 
have as its condition the sacri- 
fice of the interests of the work- 
ers. Second, because it would 
fail in its declared objective of 
defeating fascism. 

Beating fascism, Trotsky in- 
sisted, required the mass mo- 
bilisation of the working class. 
An alliance with bourgeois 
forces necessarily blocked this. 

The experience of Leon 
Blum's Popular Front govern- 
ment in France and the trag- 
edy of the civil war in Spain 
proved Trotsky right. 

Sadly, the prediction of dis- 
aster was not in itself sufficient 


to build a movement and each 
successive defeat made it all the 
more difficult for Trotskyism to at- 
tract more than a handful of sup- 
porters. 

The terrible threat of fascism 
actually strengthened Stalin as 
people looked desperately for 
some power to set against Hit- 
ler. 

Trotsky’s personal and political 
courage—his total intransigence 
in a situation in which his wife was 
continually under threat, his chil- 
dren murdered and he himself 
driven from one country to an- 
other—was unparalleled. But the 
isolation of his movement inevi- 
tably took its toll. 

By and large the mass work- 
ers’ movement remained 
closed to Trotskyism and re- 
cruitment was mainly from 
petit bourgeois and intellec- 
tual circles. Such circles, by 
the conditions of their exist- 
ence, are especially prone to 
intrigue and factionalism. 

Trotsky fought tooth and nail 
to overcome these probiems, di- 
recting his supporters towards a 
mass movement and even ex- 
perimenting for two years with 
the entrist tactic of joining the re- 
formist socialist parties. But it was 
to no avail. 

The objective difficulties 
caused by the general epoch of 
reaction were too great. 

And in the end isolation had 
certain distorting effects on the 
political line of Trotsky himself. 

He had proclaimed the need 
for a Fourth International in 1933, 
but recognised that it could not 
simply be declared when the 
forces to make it meaningful 
were lacking. 

However, in 1938 when the 
Fourth International was 
launched the forces involved 
were scarcely greater. 

Its founding conference con- 
sisted of 21 delegates represent- 
ing organisations in 11 coun- 
tries—none more than a small 
group and . some more or less 
fictional. It was an act of des- 
perate substitutionism which 
could only encourage illusions of 
grandeur. 

Trotsky attempted to bridge the 
gap by means of a political pro- 
gramme—the Transitional Pro- 
gramme, as it became known— 
which announced the final defini- 
tive crisis of capitalism and pre- 
dicted powerful revolutionary 
storms in the years ahead. 

Just about credible in 1938, it 
was a perspective soon to be fal- 
sified by events. 

None of these criticisms detract 
from Trotsky’s immense achieve- 
ments in defending and develop- 
ing Marxism and Leninism. 

When he was assassinated in 
1940 by a Stalinist agent, he had 
succeeded in transmitting the 
core elements of the revolution- 
ary tradition to a new generation 
of militants, few though they were. 


by JOHN MOLYNEUX 
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New book pushes old ideas 


Does science back 
up ‘family values’? 


MEN AND women are natu- 
rally different. Men want sex 
with lots of women while 
women want to find one 
trusting partner to give her 
children. 

These traditional ideas could 
have come from the Catholic 
Church in the hey day of the 
1950s. But now the same argu- 
ments are appearing in a more 
modern guise. 

The media has picked up on a 
new book by Steven Pinker to jus- 
tify a stance on family values 

Most of Pinker’s book, How the 
Mind Works, is a long and techni- 
cal discussion on the workings of 
the human mind and Pinker’s par- 
ticular theories are the subject of 
genuine debate among scientists. 

But in part of the book he 
pushes some very old,and very 
wend. notions about human na- 
ture. Pinker himself has also con- 
tributed to papers like the Daily 
Mail to back up these arguments. 

Here HELEN SHOOTER looks 


at the fallacies involved in using 
science to back up family values. 


HE CORE of Pinker’s 

argument on human 

nature is given away by 
the title of one chapter in his 
book: “Family Values”. 

He argues that the family and the 
unequal roles of men and women are 
eternal and natural. Our biology, he 
argues, makes us designed to com- 
pete and means that a woman’s place 
is in the home. 

He concludes that marriage is the 
best way to bring up the next genera- 
tion. The mother is the family’s core 
and she wants the commitment of one 
man to provide for her and the chil- 
dren. 

By contrast the father wants to 
safeguard his offspring but is also 
programmed to want to mate with as 
many women as possible. This means 
that the idea that men are more eas- 
ily sexually aroused than women Is 
not sexist for Pinker, but “natural”. 

Pinker also argues that blood is 
thicker than water, that we naturally 
love our family and distrust strangers. 

He bases his case on fashionable 
notions about people being the prod- 
uct of our “selfish genes”. 

Well known biologist Steven 
Rose is just one who has slammed 
this argument. Rose suggests that 
Pinker, a language expert, does not 
really know what he is talking 
about when it comes to genetics. 

And Rose argues that Pinker’s 
“caricatures” suggest “he has scarcely 
read, still less attempted to under- 
stand,” what biologists who take a 
different view to his have argued. 

The core of Pinker’s argument can 
be seen as old and wrong without 
going into the details of genetics. 

As Steven Rose writes, Pinker and 

others like him argue that our genes 
and human nature “evolved to suit hu- 
manity’s Stone Age existence”. Un- 


Does our biology mean that a woman’s natural place is in the home? 


fortunately, says Rose, “The Stone 
Age they portray has something of 
the Flintstones about it, American 
suburban morals transported into the 
dim past.” 


OME of Pinker’s con- 

clusions are easy to 

dismiss. He argues 
that men are genetically pro- 
grammed to be attracted to 
women with long hair as a 
hangover from cave dwell- 
ing days when long hair im- 
plied a healthy mate. 

The obvious point that hair length has 
changed dramatically in relation to the 
whims of the fashion world has obvi- 
ously escaped him. 

Pinker does not base his arguments 
about the “natural” parental roles of men 
and women on any serious study of hu- 
man history bul, as he openly admits, on 
surveys of “middle class families in the 
United States” today. 

Sometimes his arguments are even 
more ludicrous. So he argues people’s 
support for major social upheavals has 
depended on whether they were a first 
born child. 


With the Reformation of the 16th cen- 
tury, the scientific revolution of the 17th 
century and the 18th century French Rev- 
olution, “later born were more likely to 
support the revolution, first born were 
more likely to be reactionary”! 

Pinker’s central argument about the 
family being something fixed and natu- 
ral in human nature is completely wrong. 

Of course people have always formed 
relationships, had children and cared for 
them. But the form this has taken has re- 
peatedly changed throughout human his- 
tory. 

The idea that people have lived as man 
and wife with two children in a little 
house with a garden surrounded by a 
white picket fence may appeal to Pinker, 
but bears little relation to real human his- 
tory. 

For 99 percent of human history peo- 
ple lived in what anthropologists call 
“hunter gatherer” societies. Some simi- 
lar societies have survived into the 20th 
century in parts of the world. 

In such societies both men and women 
are involved in obtaining foodstuffs, so 
the women do not in any way bow down 
to the mythical “man the hunter”. And, 
similarly, childcare is not the sole respon- 
sibility of the mother but is shared be- 
tween all members of the group, male and 


female alike. 

Women are as much involved in mak- 
ing decisions as men and each is free to 
end a relationship and start a new one. 

Since the development of the first be- 
ginnings of agriculture, and later of so- 
cieties with property and class division, 
the “family” has taken many different 
forms. 

Sometimes men have had more than 
one “wife”, in others a woman has been 
“married” to more than one man. In some 
societies women have had key economic 
and political roles too. 


E N MORE recent human 
i history the “family” has 

continued to take a vari- 
ety of forms. In feudal times 
in Europe, for instance, the 
family for most ordinary 
people was an economic 
unit based around produc- 
tion. 

Men, women and children all worked, 
and often people lived in much more “ex- 
tended” families than the image of the 
small “nuclear” family of man, wife and 
children pushed as natural today. And the 
families of the lords and feudal rulers 


were very different indeed to those of 
most people. : 

In modern times, with the rise of capi- 
talism, the family has been transformed 
who looks aft the children. 

Women make up half the workforce 
and don't want to be forced to stay at 
home. More people than ever live in a 
variety of different houscholds, quite dif- 
ferent to the traditional image. 

Nor is the family today the wonder- 
ful expression of love and security that 
Pinker would have us believe. People 
marry in the hope of realising this dream, 
but are often disappointed. 

The family is important to those at the 
top of society today-both for economic 
and ideological reasons. And that is why 
they welcome ideas which say that both 
the family and women’s role within it are 
natural, and unchangeable. 

So there are resources in the world 
taday to free women from the burden of 
childcare through providing proper and 
free nursery facilities and the like. But 
our rulers benefit from the cost of child 
rearing being borne by the individual 
family instead. 

And the idea that women's real role 
is as wives and mothers also helps rein- 
force keeping women’s unequal position 
at work. All the sexist ideas that go with 
such notions about men, women and the 
family also help divide workers. 

The real conclusion of arguments like 
Pinker’s is either that women’s oppres- 
sion does not exist, because nature in- 
tended life this way, or it is that if in- 
equality does exist there is nothing you 
can do about it. 

These ideas have implications beyond 
at yee about the family and women’s 
role. 


i F GENES and human na- 
ture can be used to jus- 
tify the inequality and 

prejudices of our society, 

then capitalism is not to 
blame. 

Where all this can lead is seen even 
in places like the leading US Science 
magazine which has visions of finding 
genes for alcoholism, crime, unemploy- 
ment, domestic and social violence and 
drug addiction. 

Science’s editor Daniel Koshland was 
asked why the money shouldn’t be spent 
on the homeless. He replied, “What these 
people don’t realise is that the homeless 
are impaired... Indeed, no group would 
benefit more from the application of hu- 
man genetics.” 

If the homeless are to blame for liv- 
ing on the streets, not the system of the 
free market that prices people out of a 
home, then government spending on the 
poor and unemployed is unnecessary. 
They are naturally like that. 

_ Ofcourse our biology does have an 

impact on the way we live. We need food, 

shelter, warmth and social contact or we 
do not survive. 

But our behaviour is not fixed by our 
genes and neither are we simple prod- 
ucts of the environment. Each continu- 
ally interacts with the other. So some 
basic physical characteristics, such as 
height, have changed as society has 
changed. And society itself has been con- 
tinually transformed throughout history. 

Above all there is no such thing as 
unchanging human nature that has ex- 
isted for centuries regardless of the 
changes in society around us. 

Humans have transformed the world 
we live in over and again throughout our 


history, and we still have that capacity 
today. 


MAGDALEN HOMES 


Why the 
church 


must pay 


THE CHANNEL 4 documentary Wi s 

Sex in a Cold Climate vividly llus ane 

the horror of the Magdalen laundries 
The first Magdalen asylums ¢ 


ant prostitute Mary Magdalen 
The majority of the voun 
there were unmarried mothe 


there by her family after bei 
her cousin. 4 Deing sex 


The young women who made the j 
had no idea of the fate that awaited them. Forced to 
give up their new born children, their hair was cut 
au their clothes confiscated. 

hey were given long brown sha 
made of coarse cloth in order to ey ones 
as unattractive as possible. Just as Mary Magdalen 
the repentant prostitute, had to reject her sexuality in 
order to be saved, so too would they. 

The regime was relentless with the women being 
forced to work in silence six days a week, fifty-two 
weeks a year. The labour they were forced to do was 
symbolic, the purifying of sin by the washing of dirty 
laundry. One woman tells of how she was ridiculed 
when she asked to be paid for her work. 

The asylum in Limerick had an orphanage at- 
tached, where many of the children of these 
women were kept. Any contact between the 
ens and the orphans was strictly forbid- 

en. 

Brigid Long who grew up in the orphanage be- 
friended one of the Magdalens and attempted to al- 
low her access to her daughter. They were both se- 
verely beaten with the long black rubber belt the nuns 
had specially designed to beat the children. 

One of the nuns shaved their heads with a razor 
and scissors, forcing them to stare at themselves in 
the mirror. 

“My forehead all swelled up and my neck was bleed- 
ing where she had stuck the scissors. Blood was run- 
ning into my eyes, but she made me open my eyes, 
shouting ‘you are not so pretty now’.” 


Targets 


The women were also the targets of sexual abuse 
trom the priests who cane to hear their confessions, 
a -called moral tutors”. 

“Tessons should have been learned from Dear 
Daughter (February 1996), the documentary on chil- 
dren incarcerated in the institutions, but clearly they 
have not. The following two months after the pro- 
gramme was aired the media was never silent on the 
story, while politicians promised to raise the matter in 
the Dail. All this interest was quickly followed by an 
i se silence. 5 ‘ 
nta hristine Buckley recently published a plea in mhe 
Irish Times for a full public inquiry, a plea v es 
been largely ignored. A file was sent to the wie 
rejected all claims made by the women incarcerate: 
in these barbaric i N one, in his op y 
investigation. 
e ae afused to prosecute because there 
was no evidence of sexual abuse. This is cu re 
geous, there should be immediate prosecu 
physical and psychological abuse. opat 

Sne 30,000 women are thought to have p d 
í n walls in the on ag eiln oe 

h the Church still continu 
ees pe records concerned. The enura pres 
be forced immediately to release hese Po RAG 
liability has been admitted by the C ure for ee 
pensation paid. Compensation has P a 
Australia and Britain where it iS expecte 


millions. 


he 
The comments that ome fate been insistent on 


mentary in the nanona a the blame from the Church. 


hurch should not 
The Irish Times claimed that tre Silty for what oc- 


through the Magdale 


Channel 4 docu- 


i i i lly a 
lies and Irish society genera 
However it was the goienean aer 
the Knights of Conadi tha 
prevent society from p ing Suea 
at was the driving e i 
on Since! Browne’s Mother and Child sch 
Nor was it society or tne fe" 
the horrific tombstone insori ption ie 
penitent women of the Magdale ee 
There remains no monumen > the eylume. It's 
women who suffered and died in the: ae respons 
time that the truth was told and ta oe aoas 
ble for these horrific crimes are broug a 


by SINEAD KENNED 


LOYALIST politicians have reacted furi- 
ously to Resurrection Man, the new film 
about the 1970s UVF gang known as the 


Shankill Butchers. 


The PUP, the UVF’s political wing, has urged a 
boycott of the film. DUP councillor Edwin Poots was 
granted a private showing for Lisburn Council be- 
fore deciding whether they would allow the public 


to see it. 
_ In any case, the film is 
only being shown on 
one of the North’s 40 
cinema screens. 
Cinema owners have 
said they cannot get 
their hands on a print, 
while Virgin Cinemas 
Say it would not be “com- 
mercially viable” to 
screen it. 
Resurrection Man 
shows a UVF murder 
gang torturing and mu- 
tilating their catholic vic- 
tims with knives before 
killing them. 


Symbols 


The gang surrounds it- 
self with the symbols of the 
British Empire and Or- 
angeism—pictures of the 
Queen, the Union Jack, 
King Billy and the sash. 

The film shows the deep 
racist hatred the loyalist 
death squads have for 
catholics. No wonder Un- 
ionist politicians—having 


by SEAN 
McVEIGH 


so recently associated 
with Billy Wright and the 
LVF—are embarrassed by 
the film. 

But some Orange bigots 
are more outraged at the 
depiction of gay loyalist 
characters in the film. It is 
as if showing UVF mem- 
bers as gay is a worse in- 
sult than depicting their 
thirst for blood! 

At the centre of the film 
is Victor Kelly—based on 
Lenny Murphy who led the 
real Shankill Butchers. 

While Resurrection 
Man recreates the horror 
and depravity of 
Murphy's activities, it 
falls well short of ex- 
plaining why they came 
about. 

The fictional Kelly is pre- 
sented as a demonic fig- 
ure, influenced as a child 
by too many American 


gangster films. 

We only get an indi- 
vidual Payers ex- 
planation for his actions. 

But no understanding of 
the loyalist death squads 
is possible without taking 
into account the history of 
sectarianism and the way 
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4 ~ 
The DUP hate it, but the film falls short of explaining the killings 


it was nurtured by the un- 
ionist establishment over 
decades. 

The Shankill Butchers 
were members of the UVF 
which, according to its 
former leader Gusty 
Spence, was reorganised 
inthe mid 1960s on the ini- 


Taking Marx down 


from the ivory tower 


THE Sunday Times 
recently had a fea- 
ture article claiming 
that Marx was right 
after all. The /rish 
Times ran an article 
urging readers to 
turn to Marx to un- 
derstand the world 
around us. Thereisa 
new college eco- 
nomics text book 
out on Marxist Eco- 
nomics. 

Terry Eagleton’s small 
(and cheap) book is part 
of this new interest in 
Marx. , 

Terry Eagleton is a 
Professor of English Lit- 
erature at Oxford. Unlike 
so many academics 
Eagleton comes out of 
the ivory tower and gives 
a full scale defence of 
Marx. 

His book is a very use- 
ful summary of Marx’s 
main ideas and has a 
great selection of Man's 
most famous passages. 

He shows that Marx's 
philosophy was a practi- 
cal affair that was as 


- much about changing 


the world as thinking 
about it. 


Marx could bring ideas 
and action together be- 
cause he understood 
that ideas themselves 
were shaped by the ma- 
terial world. 

Marx believed that hu- 
man beings were tre- 
mendously creative 


about allowing people’s 
differences to come into 
their own for the first 
time. 

“Socialism for Marx is 
just the practical move- 
ment to bring about a 
State of affairs in which 

labour would be 


and that they had to co- . automated as 
Operate in order to de- _ far as possible 
velop. ) y1 so that men 
But under capital- eee and women 
ism we are cut off k would no 
from our creative ca- % longer 
pacities because we f 4 be re- 
do not control the 
work we do. This { 


was what Marx 
called alienation. 


The worker, as APN 


Marx puts it, feels 
at home only 
when he is not 
working and not 
athome when he 
is working. P 

Eagleton 
shows in a 
fresh way 
how a so- jif 
cialist soci- i 
ety could be organised 
ditferently. 

Marx’s socialism is not 
about some dead level- 
ling of individuals. It's 


a 


Karl Marx 


duced to mere tools of 
production and would be 
free instead to develop 
their personalities in 
more fully rounded 
ways.” 


Eagleton explains 
clearly how social 
classes arise in their re- 
lation to the means of 
production and how it is 
the struggle between 
them, not individuals, 
that gives birth to new 
societies. 

Eagleton, however, is 
weakest on the idea of 
revolution. 

He rightly stresses that 
capitalism provides the 
material basis for social- 
ism but he seems to be- 
lieve that the workers 
also need some ideas 
about democracy from 
the capitalist class. 

He seems to think Sta- 
linism arose because 
there was no long period 
of parliamentary democ- 
racy before the Russian 
Revolution. 

Whether Eagleton 
would have supported 
the Revolution is not 
quite clear. 

This is a pity because 
everything else in this 
book points towards 
revolution, not away from 
it. 

Marx by Terry Eagleton; 
Phoenix £2 


—Marnie Holborow 


Film that made 
Orange bigots 


tiative of prominent mem- 
bers of the Ulster Unionist 
Party. 

A central character in 
the film is McClure who 
Is based on a 1970s loy- 
alist leader called John 
McKeague. 


McKeague began as a 
supporter of lan Paisley 
but later helped to set up 
death squads. 


He also worked as an 
agent for British Intelli- 
gence. 


His links with Paisley 
and the security forces are 
not mentioned in the film. 


Nor do we see the fear 
and hatred that most ordi- 
nary protestants felt to- 
wards the Shankill Butch- 
ers. 


The 1977 loyalist “strike” 
called by Paisley, was a 
miserable failure because 
most protestants were ap- 
palled at the killings being 
carried out at the time. 

Eoin McNamee wrote 
the screenplay for Resur- 
rection Man, which is 
based on his novel of the 
same name. 


Safer 


In some ways 
McNamee has provided a 
“safer” screenplay. In the 
novel Kelly is safely driven 
through a security check- 

oint by an off duty mem- 

er of the security forces-- 
the killers could not have 
evaded arrest for so long 
without collusion from the 
RUC. 

The novel also de- 
scribes the shadowy world 
of loyalism in Belfast in the 
1970s where killers, politi- 
cians and government 
spies all moved in the 
same circles and fed off 
each other. 

But the film leaves out 
the role of the sectarian 
state, and instead 
presents loyalist violence 
as the product of a few evil 
minds. 

Resurrection Man is 
showing at Yorkgate Cin- 
ema, Belfast. 
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stand 


Workers create all the wealth 
in capitallst society. A new 
saclety can only be 
constructed when they 
collectively seize control of 
that wealth and plan its 
production and distribution. 


FOR REVOLUTION. NOT 
REFORM 

The present system cannot 
be reformed out of existence. 
Parliament cannot be used to 
end the system. 

The courts army and police 
are there ta defend the 
interests of the capitalist 
class not to run society ina 
neutral fashion. 

To destroy capitalism, 
workers need to smash the 
Stale and create a workers’ 
state based on workers’ 
councils. 


FOR REAL SOCIALISM, 
EAST AND WEST: 
The SWP welcomed the 
Earp of the USSR and the 
end of the East European 
dictatorships. These states 
were not sociallst but were 
run by a state-capitalist class. 
We are against the domina- 
tion of the globe by 
imperialist powers and we 
oppose their wars. We are for 
the right of all nations, East 
and West, to self-determina- 
tion. 
FOR AN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION 
We oppose all forms af 
oppression which divide and 
weaken the working class. We 
are for full social. economic 
and political equality for 
women. 
We stand for: free contracep- 
tion and free. legalised 
abortion and the right to 
divorce: the complete 
separation of church and 
state, an end ta church 
control over schools and 
hospitals: an end to 
discrimination against gays 
and lesbians: an end to 
racism and anti-traveller 
bigotry. 
We argue far working class 
unity in the fight against 
oppression. 
FOR WORKERS’ UNITY IN 
THE NORTH: 
Northern Ireland is a 
sectarian state. propped up 
by the British Army. 
Catholic workers are 
systematically discriminated 
against by the state. The 
division between Catholic 
and Protestant workers 
weakens the whale warking 
class. 
Workers’ unity can only be 
won and maintained ina fight 
to smash both the Northern 
and Southern states. 
We stand for the immediate 
withdrawal of British troaps. 
Violence will only end when 
workers unite in the fight for 
a workers’ republic. 
FOR A FIGHTING TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT: 
Trade unions exist to defend 
workers’ interests. But the 
union jeaders role is to 
negotiate with capitalism— 
not to end it. 
We support the leaders when 
they fight but appose them 
when they betray workers. We 
stand for independent rank 
and file action. 
FOR A REVOLUTIONARY 
RTY: 


To win socialism socialists 
need to organise in a 
revolutionary party. This party 
needs to argue against right- 
wing ideas and for over- 
throwing the system. The 
SWP alms to build such a 
party in Ireland. 


“O'LEARY OFTEN 
stands above us 
staring at us for a 
half an hour. Two 
or three of them 
are up in their of- 
fice with mobile 
phones, pointing 
and talking about 
us.” 
That is how one 
Ryanair worker de- 
scribed the atmosphere 
of intimidation in the 
company. 

Striking baggage han- 
dlers only returned to 
work after Ryanair prom- 
ised to attend an inquiry 
and not to victimise any- 
one . 

But the agreement has 
already been broken with 
the sacking of three work- 
ers who were on 
probation.“They are trying 
to whittle down the 39 
baggage handlers. 


Probation 


There are about 15 of us 
on probation and if 
O’Leary gets away with 
this victimisation now, 
you don’t know who will 
be next. 


“They have also posted 
up notices about promo- 
tion. This is another way 
of pulling people out of 
the union because if you 
are promoted, you go back 
on probation for a year.” 

Problems are also emerg- 
ing with the inquiry itself. 
Inquiries have become the 
main way by which this gov- 
ernment gets itself out of a 
fix 


Mary Harney has set up 
no fewer than eleven inquir- 
ies although she has only 
been in office for seven 
months. 

The Ryanair inquiry now 
looks like it is just another 
way to put the issue of union 
recognition on the long fin- 
ger. 

“We have been given no 
deadline for when this in- 
quiry is supposed to end. 
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Hamey says it will be a few 
weeks—others have said it 
might go on a few months. 
But the longer it drags on, the 
more the issue fades from 


ER) 


UNION LEADERS in 
Ireland are closely 
following the debate 
in Britain on union 
recognition. 

The British Labour party 
gave an election pledge 
which promised recogni- 
tion “where a majority of 
the relevant workforce vote 
in a ballot for a union to 
represent them”. 

The Irish union leaders 
hope that a similar promise 
can be extracted from politi- 
cal parties here. 

But already there are prob- 


BELFAST CENTRAL 

Meets every Thurs 8pm,Garrick 
Bar,Chichester Street. 
BELFAST SOUTH 

Meets every Weds at 7:30pm, 
Renshaws, University Street 
CORK 

Meets every Weds at 8pm in 
Dennehy's Pub, Commarket St. 
DERRY 

Meets every Tues in Badgers 
Bar at 8pm 

DUN LAOGHAIRE 

Meets every Tues at 8pm in 
Christian Institue. 
ENNISKILLEN 

Meets every fortnight Contact 
national address for datails 
GALWAY 

Meets every Thursday at 8pm in 
Curans Hotel, Eyre Eee 
MAYNOOTH 

Meets every Thursday a 
16.30pm Class Hall D Arts 
Maynooth college 


UNIONS RECRUIT when they are willing to fight 


SWP branch meetin 
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public view.” 

Unfortunately the SIPTU 
leaders are bending over 
backwards to look moderate 
while O'Leary is turning on 


ba 


lems with Blair's commit- 
ment to union rights. 

Before the election, Blair 
struck a deal with Rubert 
Murdoch to gain the support 
of his newspapers for Labour. 


Murdoch is an anti-union 
employer who broke union 
organisation at his Wapping 
print works. 

Murdoch and the British 
bosses organisation, the CBI, 
are now pressing Blair to 
backtrack on union rights. 


In return for a formal 
granting of union rights the 
bosses are demanding that: 


MAI! firms with fewer than 


WATERFORD 

Meets every Thursday at 8pm in 
ATGWU Hall, Keyser St. 
DUBLIN NORTH-WEST 

Meets every Tuesday at 8:30pm 
in The Snug, Dorset St. 

DUBLIN ARTANE/COOLOCK 
Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm 
Artane/Beamount Recreation 
Centre opp Artane Castle 
DUBLIN DRIMNAGH 

Meets every Tuesday at 8.30pm 
in the Black Forge (formerly the 
Bentley), Drimnagh Rd 

DUBLIN NORTH CENTRAL 
Meets every Wed at 8:30pm in 
Conways, Pamell St. 

DUBLIN RATHMINES LOWE! 
Meets every Wed at mais 
OConnells Pub, Richmond St. 
DUBLIN RATHMINES UP 

Meets every Mon at Bpm TR 
O'Connells Pub, Richmond St. 
DUBLIN SOUTH CE 

Meets every Thur ap h the 
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AIR BOSSES VICTIMISE WORKERS 
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DISPUTE, 


the pressure. SIPTU should 
be telling Ryanair that they 
will not tolerate any worker 
being victimised when they 
are on probation. 


And if the inquiry team 
does not tell Ryanair to re- 
hire these workers, then it is 
time to return to industria! 
action. 


ktra 


50 employees be exempt from 
the new law. 

Yet these firms account for 
97 percent of companies and 
employ a third of workers in 
the private sector. 

MThat strikes for union 
recognition be made illegal 
and that employees on train- 
ing or personal contracts be 
excluded from collective bar- 
gaining. 

HThat a majority of all 
those eligible to vote be re- 
quired for union rights. This 
means that abstentions would 
be counted as a vote against 
joining the union. 

WThat employers can 


Trinity inn, Pearse St. 
DUBLIN TALLAGHT/ 
Me 

eets Monday at 8pm in the 
Steering Wheel, Clondalkin 


There are Socialist 
Worker members in: 
Brainy 
; CAVAN: 
DONEGAL; NAAS: 
KILKENNY: ` 
DUNDALK: 


ATHLONE: 
DROGHEDA. 

If you would like to 
get in touch, contact 
our national office 
at (01) 872 2682, PO 
Box 1648, Dublin 8 


choose the “bargaining unit” 
to which the vote on union 
recognition applies. 

BThat there be provision 
for unton de-recognition as 
applies under US law. 

If the employers get their 
way, the legal right to joina 
union would be made mean- 
ingless, 

In some cases, the Situation 
could even be worse for 
workers. 

This is why British union 
leaders are now talking about 
saling, a special TUC meet- 
ing an: organising huge pro- 
test demonstrations. rae 


OUT NOW: 
Refugees are 
welcome 
here, The case 
against 
immigration 
Bog 
CRONIN, F 
available 
£2.00 from 
SW paper 
sellers and 
branch 
bookstalis 
plus 50p 
postage from 
PO Books, 
OX 16. 
Dublin 8 a 


By Detre 


SOCIALISTS SUP- 


PORT any legal 
measure which com- 
pels employers to 
give union recogni- 
tion. 

But the British case 
shows the dangers in pin- 
ning hopes on this legal 
route. 

Union membership has 
actually risen in Ireland— 
varticularly where unions 
fae shown a willingness 
to fight. 

The nurses union, the 
bricklayers union and the 
shop workers union 


Extract 


MANDATE all increased 
their membership after 
showing non-union work- 
ers that they could extract 
gains from the employers. 

Unfortunately SIPTU 
and the ICTU are adoptin 
a different approach. They 
want to concentrate on lob- 
bying for a new law rather 
than organizing for a fight 
now. 

That is why the SIPTU 
leader Des Geraghty is 
hinting that he will adopt a 
“flexible” approach to un- 
ion rights at Ryanair. 

But even if a new gov- 
ernment said it would 
bring in a new law, all the 
problems that are emerg- 
ing in Britain would oc- 
cur. 

That is why we should 
push now for all-out action 
to win union rights at 
Ryanair and for the launch- 
ing of a national recruit- 
ment campaign. 

This campaign should 
be backed p with a guar- 
antee to all non-union 
workers that they will get 
fuli supp for industrial 
action for a £5 an hour 


minimum wage. 


Frexs 


send in your re 


FIANNA FAIL sup- 
porters in the na- 
tional students un- 
ion, USI have abol- 
ished full time of- 
ficer posts for wom- 
en’s rights and les- 
bian, gay and bi- 
sexual rights at a 
conference held in 
Westport this year. 

They claim that there is 
no need for them in to- 
day’s “post-liberal” Ire- 
land. 

But in many colleges 
gay societies are still 
banned and women stu- 
dents still face sexist atti- 
tudes. 

The new USI officers 
claim that education is a 
business and want more 
links with employers who 
want to profit from col- 
leges. This is a major re- 
treat from the idea that 
education is a right and not 
a privilege. 

The conference sessions 
were all carefully man- 
aged in an effort to silence 
any dissenting voices and 
to avoid any embarrassing 
questions like the exces- 
sive expenses run up by 
USI President Colman 
Byrne. 


Boycott 


The conference was 
solely concerned with the 
financial running of the 
union. The women’s 
sesssion was constantly 
postponed, prompting 15 
delegates to boycott ses- 
sions. 

Despite the right wing 
backlash, delegates voted 
to retain the union’s Pro- 
Choice stance. 

This involved a major 
fight with the pro-lifers 
and the right-wing. 

Since the 1992 X-Case 
there has been a turn to the 
right within the Union of 
Students of Ireland. 

A deliberate attempt 
was made by Fianna Fail 
and pro-life to gain control 
over USI and the local un- 
ions on an “apolitical” ba- 
sis. 


Politics 


They hid their own politics 
and then tried to claim that 
the left was trying to take over 
the Union. ; 

But their hypocrisy was 
exposed when USI president 
Colman Byrne used his post- 
tion as a student president to 
try to secure a Fianna Fail 
nomination. 

The new President-elect 
Dermot Lohan is also a mem- 
ber of Fianna Fail. 

The only opposition that 
emerged at the conference 
was from of the Socialist 

orker Student Society. 
wThe takeover of USI by 
Fianna Fail means that stu- 
dents will need to set up their 
own independent initiatives 
outside USI and their own 

al unions. 

ro here students have taken 
direct action they have gotten 
results. There have been a 
number of significant strikes 
and occupations in places like 
Cork RTC (now IT), pan 
Laoire Art college an 
Rathmines DIT in the last 
denis can no-longer 
wait for the Fianna Fail domi- 
nated USI to offer a lead. 


Ports: 


reports— 


Limerick builders 


Lightning strike wins direct 
employment 


BUILDING workers 
in Limerick won a 
victory for direct 
employment after a 
city-wide lightning 
oe = epost Sub- 
ntracting i 
March. ae 
Workers, member: 
BATU, were responding f 
Arch Construction’s re- 
fusal to honour an agree- 
ment to end the system of 
sub-contracting and em- 
ploy bricklayers directly. 


Disregard 


One of the strikers told 
Socialist Worker, “Sub 
contractors operate with a 
complete disregard for 
conditions. They bring in 
non-qualified workers and 
undermine conditions 
throughout the sites. 

“This forces men to 


Teachers 


work with none of the ben- 
efits that result from per- 
manent direct employ- 
ment and has opened the 
floodgates to the employ- 
ment of casual labour.” 
Arch Construction boss 
John Murphy at first tried 
to tough out the dispute by 
sending solicitor’s letters 
to the men’s union. 
Workers responded with 
a lightning unofficial 
strike that brought build- 
ing work to a virtual stand- 
still in Limerick city. 
Strikers told Socialist 
Worker they were deter- 
mined to stand their 
ground despite garda har- 
assment as picketers were 
asked for their names and 
addresses. “This job is 
hard enough and we're not 
driving round in £50,000 
limousines,” said one. 
Another added, “We 


THE TEACHERS 
unions all have 
their conferences 
around Easter. 

The TUI conference 
will demand that part 
time teachers in RTCs 
and DITs be paid for pre- 
paratory work as well as 
teaching time. 


Forced 


The Department of 
Education has forced col- 
leges to stay within budg- 
ets by recruiting part tim- 
ers to teach less than the 
statutory 8 hours a weck. 

The INTO conference 
will discuss demands for 
more teachers to be 
trained to cope with the 
worsening pupil teacher 
ratio. 

There is also a motion 
calling for more resources 
for refugee education. 
Delegates should oppose 


Bausch and Lomb 


the scandal whereby 
teachers have been in- 
structed not to teach the 
children of asylum seek- 


ers. 

The ASTI will debate 
the outstanding claim for 
retirment after 30 years. 
Teachers struck two years 
ago for this demand but 
union leaders have been 
dragging their heels, 

A motion on discipline 
to the ASTI conference 
calls for a reduction in the 
pupil teacher ratio but 
also calls for a code of dis- 
cipline. 

One TUI activist told 
Socialist Worker that there 
is a danger of the focus 
being put on “problem” 
pupils rather than more 
resources. 

He said this would play 
into the hands of politi- 
cians who would seek out 
scapegoats for the govern- 
ment’s education cut- 
backs. 


reckon we have 95 percent 
of the city’s building 
workers out in support”. 

Within hours manage- 
ment had conceded talks 
and caved in. 

E Last September build- 
ing workers with Lynch 
Construction in the city 
gained direct employment 
after a lightning strike. 


politics; the unions 
telephone (01) 872 2682, fax: (01) 872 3838 
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Zoe Developments 


THE VICTORY of the 
Crampton building 
workers has sent 
huge stirrings thro- 
ugh the building in- 
dustry. 

Inspired by the direct 
action of the Crampton 
workers, Zoe building 
workers placed unofficial 
pickets on all Zoe sites, 
effectively shutting them 
down. 

The dispute dated back 
to last November. There 


Roche Ireland 


Strike against redunda 


SEVENTY FIVE 
SIPTU workers at 
Roche Ireland, 
Clarecastle County 
Clare, have been on 
strike since the be- 
ginning of March 
over nine compul- 
sory redundancies. 

The 75 chemical proc- 
ess operators voted unani- 
mously for strike action 
when the company rce- 
fused to offer alternative 
jobs to the nine men or to 
apply the compulsory re- 
dundancies on a last in first 
out basis. 

Each morning the 75 
workers hold a mass 
picket of the plant with 


Impact 


DESPITE major intimi- 
dation by manage- 
ment, 130 civil serv- 
ants marched to the 
Dail against the use of 
notionally self em- 
ployed subcontrac- 
tors in the Office of 
Public Works and 
Duchas - The Heritage 
Service. 

The march was or- 
ganised by the local 
IMPACT branch and 
was well supported by 
members of the other 
civil service unions. 


Ballot for action 


RKERS IN the 
Oii section OT 
Bausch and Lomb in 
Waterford have 
voted 64 to 14 for 
industrial action. 


e company wants to 
oe productivity to 
save £650,000. 

But Bausch and Lomb al 
ready makes huge profits bile 
the workforce has Co : 
by continually accepting Hex 
ibility and speed-ups. 

Many workers are under 
severe stress and fear ner 
pressure will affect the 

Ith. ; 
P SIPTU ballotted their 
members in Optima after 
management broke proc z 
dures by threatening to Sus 
pend workers who refuse 


carry out additional duties. 
The dispute has gone to the 
Labour Court but that will at 
best address the issue of pay- 
ment for the speed-ups. The 
Labour Court will not stop 
the new measures going 


ahead, nor will it challenge 
management's bullying tac- 
tics. 

If there is no speedy reso- 
lution, the workers should 
implement their mandate and 
put up pickets. 


Waterford mutiny 


WATERFORD DOCKERS have shown 
tremendous solidarity with the crew of 


the Maltese ship, Imeros. 
The ship's crew mutinied because they have not been 


paid for up to cight months. 


The Seamen’s Union obtained a High Court injunc- 
tion to put the Imeros “under arrest” to try and force 


its owners to pay the crew. 


d food to the mutineers—who 


include Egyptians, 


rainians, Indonesians and 


Greeks—a gesture which contrasts with the racism of 
politicians towards immigrants. 


have been numerous 
meeting with the Labour 
Commission but the 
company has refused to 
make any serious at- 
tempt to deal with the 
workers and is intent on 
dragging out these pro- 
cedures to the end. 

The company would 
not even have met the 
union if there had not 
been a threat of an imme- 
diate stoppage, following 
the death of James Mas- 
terson. The company was 
forced to concede on the 


Workers on the Picket line at Roche Ireland 


picketing continuing on a 
24 hour basis. The other 
workers in the plant, tech- 
nicians and security, have 
also been balloted for 
strike action in support the 
of chemical process opera- 
tors. 

Roche is one of the 
world’s biggest pharma- 
ceutical companies, cm- 


Pro Choice 


ploying 50,000 people 
worldwide. and in 1996 
made a profit of nearly $6 
billion. 


Choose 
The company announced 
last September that it was 


seeking sixty voluntary re- 
dundancies from the 250 
workforce. 


ncies 
M 


issue of health and safety. 

The workers have es- 
sentially three demands: 
parity of payment with 
other sites, continuin 
vigilance on health an 
safety, and improve- 
ments in toilet and can- 
teen facilities. 

Zoe workers placed 
two day unofficial pickets 
on all Zoe sites. These 
pickets were removed af- 
ter a meeting with the 
Labour Relations Com- 
missions in an attempt to 
reach a settlement. 


anagement now want to 

choose the nine redundancies 
in an attempt to break the 
principle of last in first out. 

The workers rightly see 
this as an attempt by manage- 
ment to target union militants 
and break the union. The re- 
dundancy package was over- 
whelmingly rejected by the 
workers because as one shop 
steward told Socialist Worker 
“Money won't solve our 
problems, it’s sticking to our 
principles that will win.” 

There is huge support for 
the strike in local workplaces. 
This support must be turned 
into practical solidarity. 

Already shop stewards 
from Moneypoint power sta- 
tion have done collections 
and sent a delegation to the 
picket line. 

Other workers should be 
encouraged to do the same. 


Derry protest for abortion rights 


THE Socialist Work- 
ers Party held a suc- 
cessful lobby of 
Derry city council 
on 24 March to stop 
SDLP councillor Sh- 
aun Gallagher’s at- 
tempt to cut off 
£2,000 in funding 
from the local Wom- 
en’s Network. 

His move is an attempt to 
silence the campaign for le- 
galised abortion in the North 
which shared an International 
Women’s Day platform with 


the Women’s Network. 


Around 25 SWP members 
and supporters demonstrated 
outside the Guildhall. 

Gallagher did not show his 
face while the protest went 
on, but DUP members 
Gregory Campbell and 
William Hay, who expressed 
support for Gallagher's cen- 
sorship motion, appeared and 
had to make their way 
through a noisy picket. 

Gallagher says he is still 
against any city council 
money going to “the promo- 
tion of abortion. If that belief 
makes me a bigot then on this 


Health Service 


occasion I am very happy to 
be called a bigot,” he said. 


Every week, 40 Protestant 
and Catholic women from the 
North go to England for an 
abortion because they can’t 
have one here. Not one poli- 
tician will stand up for these 
women as long as unionist 
and nationalist parties worry 
about losing their traditional 
voters, 

The SWP will continue to 
fight for the extension of the 
1967 Abortion Act to North- 
em Ireland to give women 
here access to safe and legal 
abortions. 


Bosses deal rejected 


FOUR THOUSAND 
craftworkers in 
Health Boards, Vol- 
untary Hospitals and 
Local Authorities 
have rejected a La- 
bour Court deal by a 
20 to 1 majority. 
Ballotting for all-out 
strike was due to start on 
30 March. A previous 20 
to 1 strike mandate was 
deferred when the Labour 
Court intervened to inves- 
tigate the claim for a 


£27.69 a week increase. 
The Court has only rec- 
ommended a £12.67 in- 
creased, which may be 
phased over three years. 
They tried to present 
this as an £18.67 rise by 
adding in the £6—or 2 per- 
cent—already due under 
Partnership 2000. The em- 
ployers also want agree- 
ment on a list of produc- 
tivity demands, aimed at 
slashing jobs and services. 
The deal is in breach of 
the 1979 analogue agree- 


ment, which links pay for 
public sector craft-work- 
ers to agreed private sector 
rates. 

The craftworkers also 
agreed to productivity in 
1994 on the understanding 
that the full analogue 
would be secured after the 
old PCW agreement ran 
out. 

These breaches of agree- 
ment could result in a huge 
vote for strike action by 
4,000 craftworkers and 
30,000 general operatives. 
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TIME TO T 


TONY BLAIR is delib- 
erately talking down 
the level of a new mini- 


mum wage. 

The signs are that the La- 
bour government is bending 
towards the bosses and will 
betray the hopes of working 
people. ~~ 

The bosses organisation, the 
CBI, is pressing for a low mini- 
mum wage and wants exemp- 
tions for workers under 26. 

They also say that the 
mimimum wage should not ap- 
ply to small businesses and to 
“low wage regions” like North- 
ern Ireland. 

Bosses in the North have been 
threatening that any rate above 
£3.50 an hour would lead to a 
loss of jobs. But if they took a 
cut in thcir profits, there would 
be no need for redundancies. 
Low pay is a scandal in the North 
and itis linked to the lack of trade 
union rights. 

A report last year by the 
Northern Ireland Anti-Poverty 

Network found that at least 
32,000 workers earn less than 
£3.50 an hour and 131,000 earn 
less than £4. 
A recent study by the Trade 
Union Congress in Britain 
showed that pay rates are lower 


in firms where there is no trade 
union. 

Major employers like Marks 
and Spencer refuse to deal with 
trade unions. 

Far from creating jobs, thou- 
sands of workers have been 
sacked in the North as the big 
retailers like Tesco and 
Sainsbury’s have driven smaller 
companies out of business. 

This leads to massive levels of 
poverty in the North. 

The Child Poverty Action 
Group says that over 32 percent 
of two parent families and almost 
90 percent of lone parent fami- 
lies in the North survive on less 
than £150 per week. 


Partnership 


Blair talks of partnership be- 
tween employers and workers to 
make Britain work. But he 
spends most of his time throw- 
ing money at employers. 

he budget in March handed 
another £1.5 billion to employ- 
ers in a further cut to corpora- 
tion tax. 

Blair's Welfare to Work 
scheme wil] throw £60 a week 
at ruthless employers who take 
on the unemployed for all sorts 
of menial jobs with no guaran- 
tee of work after six months. 


Desmonds clothing manufac- 


turers have appeared on national 
TV to promote the New Deal. Yet 
Desmonds has forced its very 
own new deal on women work- 
ers which nearly doubles their 
workload while cutting their 
money. 

Recently 220 of them walked 
out of the Claudy factory and 
picketed the plant in protest. 

But workers can organise to 
defeat Blair's right wing policies. 
Protests over the cuts to lone par- 
ent benefits and the threat of dis- 
ability cuts have already forced 
Blair to back away from the 
worst plans. 

This shows what could be 
achieved if the trade unions or- 
ganised protests and marches. 

Some union leaders in Brit- 
ain are now calling for an emer- 
gency meeting of the TUC over 
union rights and want to call 
demonstrations over the mini- 
mum wage. 

But the same union leaders 
continue to argue that we have a 
“Labour government that is lis- 
tening to us” and that workers 
“must be patient.” 

It's time our trade union lead- 
ers took a stand for a minimum 
wage and trade union rights and 
backed it up with mass action. 
That is the only way to ensure 
that it is workers’ voices that 
Blair listens to. 
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Peace talks won't 
solve poverty 


WHATEVER happens in the 
peace talks in the next couple of 
weeks, it is clear that the last 
thing the parties are concerned 
about is the level of wages or 
workers’ rights. 

The only vision offered by a set- 
tlement is Protestant and Catholic 
communities competing for low 


wage, non-union jobs with the mul- 
tinationals. 


Recipe 


Thai is a recipe for further sectari- 
anism. 

The new high-tech industries in 
the North are dependent on massive 
government subsidies and have no 
obligation to guarantee jobs, wages 
or trade union rights. 


= 


No wonder that wages in the North 
are up to 20 percent lower than for 
the same work in Britain. That is the 
terrible cost of sectarian division — 
which has weakened the working 
class movement. | 

Any settlement that is forged be- 
tween Join Hume and David Trimble 
will only encourage ruthless bosses, 
North and South, to make workers 
compete against each other for jobs. 

The trade unions North and South ~ 
should push for an island-wide mini- _ 
mum wage of £5 an hour and full © 
trade union rights and back it up with — 
protests and industrial action. 


Workers unity will have to be built © | 


from our own struggles because 
politici I 


ans invo! n the multi-party 
talks have no other interest than 
maintaining communal divisions. 
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